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Pathways to a successful youth
Today young Australians face many challenges. Nearly 40% of unemployed 
people are aged 15-24 years* and 43% of homeless Australians are under 25 
years old**. For Indigenous young people the unemployment rate is double 
that of their non-Indigenous peers.^

Mission Australia believes all young people should have the opportunity to 
successfully move through their adolescent years and into adulthood, well 
prepared for life ahead. In July 2009 we launched Charcoal Lane in 
partnership with the Victorian Aboriginal Health Service, providing traineeships 
and apprenticeships to Aboriginal and disadvantaged young people. 

*Chamberlain and McKenzie, 2008 

**ABS, June 2009

^ ABS 2006 



Reconciliation through dining
Situated within an historic building on Gertrude Street, Fitzroy, Melbourne, 
Charcoal Lane is not only a distinctive 120-seat restaurant, it is a vibrant and 
innovative social enterprise program. 

As a high quality restaurant, Charcoal Lane provides the best work 
experience, hospitality training and supportive environment to enable 
Aboriginal and disadvantaged young people to transition to mainstream 
employment.

Charcoal Lane’s apprentices and trainees will be able to move into career in 
hospitality and other industries as a result of their invaluable experience at 
Charcoal Lane and their work with our valued corporate partners.

Through contemporary Aboriginal art, Aboriginal stories entwined within the 
restaurant and aboriginal flavours fused into modern cuisine, customers are 
invited to experience and engage with contemporary Aboriginal cultures. 
Charcoal Lane apprentices and trainees interact with customers and add to 
this engaging dining experience.

We see this as “reconciliation through dining”.



Charcoal Lane in the spotlight



Sponsorship Opportunities
Through the concept of social enterprise, Charcoal Lane aims to transform 
the lives of Aboriginal and disadvantaged young people by providing them 
with supported training and employment opportunities in a real work 
environment. Participants involved in the Charcoal Lane program are 
supported and encouraged to achieve their life goals through the power of 
education, training and working together as a team.

In partnership with the Victorian Aboriginal Health Service, William Angliss
Institute and Apprenticeships Plus, Charcoal Lane offers an integrated 
program that includes personal skills development and accredited education 
in hospitality, with the aim of enabling a successful transition to sustainable 
mainstream employment. 

Partners contribute to the appointment of participa nts who undertake 
training at Charcoal Lane for $15,000 per person.

Partner support assists Charcoal Lane in providing specialised health and 
wellbeing referrals and consultations, contributes to the cost of support staff 
such as the Program Coordinator, youth workers and professional staff and 
also assists in providing facilities, equipment and learning experiences.







Events and Functions
Events and Functions

Offering a unique venue and experience, Charcoal Lane is the perfect place 
to hold your next function. Our function menus are versatile and designed to 
meet a wide variety of needs. You may select the lighter ‘Canapés’ or ‘Sweet 
Things’ menus or perhaps you would prefer our ‘Large Bites’ for a more 
substantial roaming stand up dinner or lunch. Charcoal Lane will have a 
menu to suit your function needs.

Private Dining and Board Meetings

For an exclusive and intimate dining experience, try booking our Private 
Dining Room. With room for up to 20 people, our Private Dining Room is 
perfect for your next celebratory or corporate gathering. 

Specifically tailored degustation style menus are created for each event and 
wine matching can be arranged to accompany each course. You are also 
welcome to invite our head chef to individually craft a Set Menu for you to 
experience. Please contact us to discuss your event further.



A chance to make a difference
A partnership with Mission Australia and Charcoal Lane would be 
innovative, far-reaching and impactful, creating mutual value. 

We invite you  to partner with us.

To learn more about Partnerships, please contact

Christian Stevenson

Mission Australia Victorian State Office 

03-8615-2200.


